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of violence, they will not prefer it to the exercise of non-
violence. We are sure to learn by our mistakes. "We fall
to rise, are baffled to fight better, sleep to wake.55

On the train to Wardha, 7-7-'4O

Harijan, 13-7-1940
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THE DELHI RESOLUTION

I have just seen the news that the Working Com-
mittee's fatefol resolution has been released to the Press.
It was passed in my presence, but I wanted to say nothing
before it was actually released for publication. It will
be a profound mistake to suppose that the members passed
the five solid days in wrangling. They had to discharge
a heavy responsibility- Though logically the resolution
is no departure from the Ramgarh resolution, it is an
undoubted departure from its spirit. The letter often re-
mains constant the spirit changes. Up to now, for one
reason or another, the Congress policy was: no participation
in the war except for the moral influence that the Con-
gress can exercise, if the vital demand was satisfied of
Britain's own free will. Such was not the position of all the
members of the Working Committee; Hence at the critical
moment every member had to make up his or her mind
independently of the rest. The five days were days of
tremendous heart-searching. I had produced a draft reso-
lution which almost all thought was the best;, if they could
bring to bear a living belief in non-violence through and
through, or if they could truthfully say that such was the
belief of their constituencies. Some had neither, and some
had individually the required faith. Only Khan Saheb
was clear so far as his own faith and that of his beloved
Kiuidai Khidmatgars were concerned. So he had decided
even after the last Wardha resolution that he had no place
in the Congress. He had a special mission and a special
duty to his followers. So the Working Committee gladly
penaitted him to retire from the Congress. By retiring he